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PRESS RELEASE 

International Alphorn Festival of Nendaz : 
three days of traditions and festivities 
The Nendaz International Alphorn Festival is celebrating its 25th anniversary from the 24th to the 
26th of July 2026. This anniversary edition will kick off in festive style with a demonstration of the 
Superhorn, the world’s longest Alphorn, before letting Simon & Mac take to the stage – an Italian 
duo who combine accordion and electronic music in a show that is as original as it is electrifying. 
On Saturday and Sunday, the focus will shift to folk performances and the blind Alphorn 
competition, offering a journey into the heart of Swiss traditions 

Deeply rooted in tradition… 

For the past 25 years, the Nendaz International Alphorn Festival has been celebrating not only this iconic 

instrument but also Alpine traditions as a whole. The 2026 edition will be no exception, with a packed 

programme of folk entertainment: dance and music groups, yodellers, bell ringers, flag throwers, whip crackers 

and even Swiss wrestlers will all be taking part ! The grand parade featuring floats and livestock, as well as the 

craft market with over 20 stallholders, are also hugely popular. Finally, if there’s one moment when the public 

holds its breath, it’s during the ensemble pieces, when over a hundred players unite their alphorns to make the 

mountain slopes resound in perfect harmonious unison. 

… whilst remaining open to the world 

Not only is the public international, but so are the players. At every edition, participants from different 

countries make the journey. Our French neighbours are always well represented, and Italian, German and 

Belgian players are also often in attendance. The festival also attracts enthusiasts from more unexpected 

backgrounds. For the first time this year, eight Tanzanian players are taking part in the competition. Over the 

years, Americans have also made the journey, and around twenty Japanese players took part in the festival in 

2017. The following year, a Japanese woman even won the grand final, illustrating the event’s international 

reach. 

A highly prestigious competition… 

The official competition brings together the finest Alphorn players from Switzerland and beyond. With a 

distinctly intergenerational focus, this year’s event features participants aged between 9 and 81. Its judging 

system is also unique: performances are judged blind, with the jury members neither seeing nor knowing the 

identity of the competitors. In parallel, the OFF competition offers a space for players and composers to express 

themselves more freely. Thanks to less restrictive rules, the most adventurous participants can explore new 

sounds, break free from traditional constraints and present contemporary works that play across multiple 

scales. It is an original way to discover the Alphorn from a decidedly modern perspective, without betraying its 

heritage. 

… but also festive evenings 

The opening night on the 24th of July promises to be particularly festive, with two major events on the 

programme. First, the public will be able to watch a demonstration of the Superhorn, the world’s longest 

Alphorn – an impressive instrument measuring 14 metres in length and weighing 250 kg. The stage will then be 

taken over by Simon & Mac, an Italian duo with millions of views on Instagram and TikTok, who creatively blend 

accordion and electronic beats to create a fresh and unique energy. Saturday evening will be dedicated to folk 

music before rounding off with a dance. 
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• Full programme below 

• Internet site: www.nendaz.ch/fica et www.nendazcordesalpes.ch 

• Photos : www.swisstransfer.com/d/556e4595-6188-4f93-b338-c2a9cfa986a6 
To be downloaded before the 25th of August 2026   - Please mention copyright when using 

Programme* 
 
FRIDAY THE 24TH OF JULY 2026 - NENDAZ RESORT  

CHF 15.00 adult (from 16 years) / CHF 10.00 from 6 to 15 years / Free for under 6 year olds – ticket sales 
 
17h00 : Opening of the event's marquee and crafts market 
18h00 : Performance by Nendaz's Alphorn Group 
18h45 : Performance by Nendaz's Alphorn quartet 
19h30 : Concert by Walti Sigrist SUPERHORN & Marcel Dillier 

21h00 : Concert by Simon & Mac 

22h30 : Dance evening with DJ Piko 

 
SATURDAY 25TH OF JULY 2026 - NENDAZ RESORT  
free entry 
 
09h45 - 17h45 : Official Alphorn competition before a blind jury 
11h15 - 22h15 : Entertainment provided by various music and folk groups as well as the crafts market 
11h30 - 13h30 : Alphorn OFF competition 
17h30 : A lively Mass at the church in Haute-Nendaz 
19h00 : Grand parade with floats and livestock 
20h00 : Grand folk evening 
22h15 : Dance evening with DJ Piko 
 
SUNDAY 26TH OF JULY 2026 - TRACOUET, 2’200M.  
Access via the gondola - CHF 25.00 round trip 
 
08h00 - 09h00 : Musical and folk entertainment at the gondola station 
09h00 : Opening of the gondola lift 
09h00 - 16h30 : Entertainment provided by various music and folk groups, the crafts market, Alphorn making 
workshop, demonstration by the wrestlers from Bramois 
10h30 : Ensemble pieces (part 1) and official speeches 
11h30 : Grand final of the Alphorn competition before a blind jury 
14h00 : Performance by the  "Jeune" and OFF categories 
14h30 : Results, prize giving ceremony and ensemble pieces (part 2) 
15h45 : Performance by the folk group Val d’Illiez 1830 
16h00 : Performance by the music group the Guniguette de Sion – at the gondola station 
 
 
* subject to change 
 
 

Media contact 

Baptiste Constantin, President of the organising committee :  079 303 41 10 – baptiste.constantin@nendaz.ch  
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